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1985 STATE CONVENTION

A number of delegates and visitors, especially those taking part in the annual golf tournament,
started to arrive at the convention headquarters on Tuesday, June 18th. The golfers, and
duffers, got an early start Wednesday morning and headed for the Bremar Country Club for
their annual 18 holes of exercise and the afterglow held in the Aerie home at the close of the
tournament. By Wednesday evening the majority of delegates had arrived and it is always a
pleasure to report that confusion at the hotel registration was at a minimum because of the
excellent manner the hotel personnel and the Rochester Committee handled this part of the
program.

The annual “Get Acquainted” party was held in the Aerie Home and the social room was filled
to capacity. The Prayer Breakfast was held in the Aerie Home on Thursday morning and
registration of delegtaes opened at 10:00 AM. All business sessions of the State Aerie were
held in the Aerie Home and business sessions of the State Auxiliary were held in the Holiday
Inn.

A joint Memorial Service was held on Friday Evening and the Annual Convention Banquet
was held in the Holiday Inn-Airport.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE CONVENTION

The convention was officially called to order by Past State President Robert Woodruff at 2:00
PM, Thursday, June 20, 1985 in the home of Rochester Aerie. The Colors were presented by
Boy Scout Troup 452 and State President Donald Rettinger, of Toronto, Canada, led the
delegation present in the singing of the National Anthems of the United States and Canada,
Father Gerald Dunn, Pastor of :St. Theodore's Church, provided the invocation. Past State
President Robert Woodruff, Rochester Aerie President James Telban and Rochester Auxiliary
President Alma Newman extended warm greetings to all and volunteered their help should
any problems arise. Major Howard Brookbee of the Monroe County Sheriff's Department,
‘Tom Roche, Gates Police Chief, and Jack Hart, Supervisor of the Town of Gates, extended
greetings for a successful and safe convention and pointd out many of the points of interest1oe
the delegates to visit during their stay. Past Grand Madam President Bonnie Quatkemeyer,
Grand Madam President Carol Shay and Grand Trustee Laverne “Shorty” Weber also
‘extended a warm welcome and wished all a pleasant stay in Rochester. They also stated they
were looking forward to a successful and productive convention. Grand Aerie Chaplain Lester

Zimmerman provided a delightful keynote address and said he was happy to have the oppor-

tunity to share the weekend with the New York delegation. This brought the official opening

ceremony to a close and a short recess was called to make the necessary preparations for the

first business session.

FIRST SESSION -
The first session was called to order in the home of Rochester Aerie at 2:30 PM by State
President Donald Rettinger.

Following the opening ritual ceremonies, the Roll Call of State Officers and all were in
attendance. The obligation and admission of new members, along with the Oath of
Allegiance, were given by Past State President Kenneth Decker of Ithaca Aerie No. 1253.

State President Donald Rettinger stated he would not read the entire list of convention
committee appointments as each delegate has received a copy of the same and they are as
follows:

1985 STATE CONVENTION COMMITTEES

BY LAW

Arthur Gonyea, Chr., 2486
Kenneth Decker, 1253
William Carrick, 544

LEGISLATIVE

Elliott Becker, Chr., 544
Robert Sabourin, 52
William Corcoran, 2486

YOUTH GUIDANCE
James Russell, Chr., 52
Donald Derx, 616
Alvin Garren, 2119

CANCER RESEARCH
Elliott Becker, Chr., 544
Robert Brenenstuhl, 2467
Kenneth Morrissey, 2486

MAX BAER HEART FUND

James Telban, Chr., 52
lan Carry, 2311
Kenneth Wormley, 3904

SOCIAL SECURITY
Laverne Graham, Chr., 825
Ed Seuling, 616

Alfred Smith, 1253

STATE SPEAKERS
Laverne Weber, Chr,, 825
Alfred W. Lane, 1042
Kenneth Decker, 1253

MEMBER SECURITY (NET GAIN)

Patrick Gray, Chr., 2311
John Pearson, 544
Charles Haflett, 941

SCOUTING

Robert Butts, Chr.,, 941
Al Forkel, 52

Donald Craig, 825

JIMMY DURANTE FUND
Al Hubbard, Chr,, 2119
Ken Campbell, 616
Raymond Henry, 2644

STATE BOWLING

Al Hubbard, Chr,, 2119
Al Thornton, 2311
Norman Allen, 2692

HOME AND FAMILY
Robert Rostas, Chr., 825
Thomas Kauffman, 52
Norman Schmeichel, 1411

MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
Herbert Farrell, Chr,, 514
Ralph Verno, 52

Walter Robords, 2640

STATE ATHLETIC
Mark LaRue, Chr., 616
Dave Wakin, 1260
Ray Sage, 52

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
William Carrick, Chr., 544 ‘
Robert Woodruff, 52
Wayne Monroe, 941
Laverne Graham, 825
Owen McNally, 2621

STATE ARTHRITIS FUND
Wilbur Button, Chr., 616
Richard Pottorff, 1253
Thomas Sullivan, 2486

PAST STATE PRESIDENTS
Laverne Graham, Chr., 825
Donald Gregory, 97

Arthur Gonyea, 2486

CREDENTIALS

Ronald Stickney, Chr., 825
Wesley Barnes, 616
Charles Poyfair, 825
Francis LaVance, 2486
John Lewis, Jr., 2640

PUBLICITY

Harold Fields, Chr., 52
David Mullen, 2486 -
David Wilson, 2640

RESOLUTIONS
Harold Fields, Chr., 52
Arthur Raff, 544
Duane Bruning, 825
Joseph Chalk, 941
Lewis Howe, 2640

IN MEMORIAM
Vincent Sharf, Chr., 46
Chester Halliday, 46
Milton Evans, 941



ELECTIONS

John Kenney, Chr,, 1411
William Zygas, 97

Ralph Shipman, 544
Robert Tierson, 616

Earl Willis, 2311

G.A. HOSPITALITY ROOM
William Carrick, Chr., 544
Robert Woodruff, 52

James Russell, 52

R.E.A.C.

Arthur Gonyea, Chr., 2486
Joseph Cangialosi, 52
Francis Crowley, 941

RITUALISTIC

Roger Grandchamp, Chr., 3897
Alvin Garren, 2119

James Telban, 52

Daniel O'Niel, 2119

John Lewis, Jr., 2640

BETTER HOME TOWNS
Duane Dennison, Chr., 2640
John Barnas, 52

Robert Conn, 482

FINANCE AND BUDGET
Robert Woodruff, Chr., 52
Wayne Monroe, 941

Ray Haggerty, 1411

AUDITING

‘Ray Schnell, Chr., 616
Nicholas Hoffman, 482
Richard Updike, 941

GOLDEN EAGLE FUND
Mike Lopez, Chr., 2486
Michael Sheridan, 52
Richard Root, 3904

JUDICIARY

William Carrick, Chr. 544
Theodore Eldridge, 2640
Arthur Artino, 3128

BANQUET

Raymond Sage, Chr., 52
William Christensen, 941
Bill Bullhaland, 3904

STATE FUND RAISING
Kenneth Decker, Chr., 1253
Richard Knapp, 941
Salvatore Ventura, 2692

STATE OF THE ORDER
Donald Gregory, Chr., 97
Wayne Monroe, 941

Thomas Philpott, 2311 i
Arthur Gonyea, 2486

Arthur Cichon, 2692

GRIEVANCE AND APPEALS
Wesley Barnes, Chr., 616

Marty Hoyt, 52

Walter Manry, 2640

NEW AERIES

Douglas McDermott, Chr., 3904
Edwin Drake, 1253

Charles Straub, 2486

PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES
Stanley Singer, Chr., 97

Joseph LaBlanc, 52

Harold Long, 616

BLOOD DONORS

Gordon Brenenstuhl, Chr., 2467
Frederick Romano, 52

Dan Pritchard, 941

UNDER 35 CLUB
Dana Leisk, Chr, 2311
John Bartolotta, 52
William Dobbs, 941

FIRE AND POLICE AWARDS
David Shay, Co. Chr, 3818

Earl Willis, Co. Chr,, 2311

Louis DiRienzo, Jr., 2692

REPORT OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
Read by William Carrick, Empire Aerie 544

RULES OF THE CONVENTION:

Credentials for admission: Properly accredited delegates and Past Worthy Presidents along
with Ten Year Secretaries shall obtain their credentials from the proper committee upon
presentation of official receipts showing that they are in good standing in their aerie.

No person shall be admitted to the main floor unless he is a delegate. Past Worthy President
or Ten Year Secretary. He must display his credentials and deposit the daily attendance slip
with the proper aerie officer. A visiting member in good standing, not a delegate, may attend
the convention sessions, in a section set aside by the committee, as a spectator only.

A delegate desiring te be heard on any subject. which is properly before the Aerie, shall rise,
give the salutation sign. address the Worthy President, state his name and number of his Aerie.
When recognized by the President he may proceed.

A question indefinitely postposed shall not again be considered, except by the action of two
thirds of the delegates voting again to take up the matter.

Voting shall be by the voting sign of the Order. except upon Roll Call. then it shall be by aye
and nay vote. Any thirty persons may demand a roll call on any question, but such demand
shall be made before voting on the question. .

Nominating speeches shall be limited to three minutes each and seconding speeches to two
minutes each.

The election shall convene in the ante room adjoining the meeting hall on Saturday. June
20, 1985 from 8 AM to 10 AM. Only official ballots to be received. The count shall begin
promptly at the close of the polls and continue to the completion thereof.

Delegates must present their credentials and ballots, depositing the latter in the ballot box.
First ascertaining the number of votes indicated on the credential is identical with that
indicated on the ballot and that no erasures appear thereon.

Allresolutions must be reduced to writing, typewritten in triplicate if possible, and delivered
to the State Secretary for distribution to the proper committees. The Committee on resolutions
will, at the proper time, report all resolutions to the convention, with recommendations
thereon.

Any part of the issue not covered by the rules of the convention or the rules of order shall be
governed by Robert's Rules of Order Revised.

At this time it is customary to read the Order of Business for the zonvention, but in view of
the fact there is no great change in the procedure, as regards to previous sessions and also that
copies of the Order of Business have been distributed to all of the delegates, | shall dispense
with the reading of the same. if there is no objection.

Hearing none this report is
Respectfully submitted

William Carrick, Chr., 544
Theodore Eldridge, 2640
Arthur Artino, 3128

A motion was made by Wayne Monroe, Elmira Aerie 941, seconded by Robert Woodruff,
Rochester Aerie 52, that the report be adopted as read. This was approved.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS - THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1985

. OPENING EXERCISES OF THE CONVENTION

. ROLL CALL OF THE STATE OFFICERS

. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS AND OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
. STATE COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

. REPORT OF THE JUDICIARY- COMMITTEE

. APPROVAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE PREVIOUS CONVENTION
. READING OF COMMUNICATIONS

. FIRST REPORT OF THE CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF THE STATE PRESIDENT

. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

. REPORT OF THE STATE SECRETARY

. FIRST REPORT OF THE BY-LAW COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE TREASURER

. REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

. GOOD OF THE ORDER

. RECESS

. ORDER OF BUSINESS - FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 1985

. OPENING EXERCISES

. REPORT OF THE G.A. HOSPITALITY ROOM COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF BLOOD DONOR COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF SCOUTING COMMITTEE

. FIRST REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE BOWLING COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE BY-LAW COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE IN MEMORIAM COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE ATHLETIC COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF FIREMEN AND POLICEMEN COMMITTEE

. SECOND REPORT OF THE CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

. REPORT OF THE NEW AERIE COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE STATE ARTHRITIS FUND COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE UNDER 35 CLUB

. REPORT OF THE STATE FUND RAISING

1t
*

20. REPORT OF THE HOME AND FAMILY COMMITTEE
21. NOMINATION OF OFFICERS
22. RECESS

ORDER OF BUSINESS - SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1985 f

. OPENING EXERCISES

. REPORT OF THE YOUTH GUIDANCE COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE CANCER RESEARCH COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE R.E.A.C. COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

. FIRST REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE JIMMY DURANTE FUND COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

. REPORT OF THE STATE BANQUET COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE NET GAIN COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE FUND COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF BETTER HOME TOWNS COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF PROGRAM ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE MAX BAER HEART FUND COMMITTEE
. FINAL REPORT OF THE CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE PAST STATE PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE ORDER COMMITTEE

. SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS

. REPORT OF THE SPEAKERS COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE ELECTION COMMITTEE

. REPORT OF THE GRIEVANCE AND APPEALS COMMITTEE
. REPORT OF THE RITUALISTIC COMMITTEE

. INSTALLATION OF THE STATE AERIE OFFICERS

. ADJOURNMENT
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The next order of business was the reading of the proceedings of the 78th State Aerie
Convention held in Utica, New York, on June 13, 14, 15, and 16, 1984. State Secretary
Weber began to read same; however, it was moved by Robert Woodruff, Rochester Aerie 52,
seconded by Wayne Monroe, Elmira Aerie 941, that the reading be dispensed with as a copy
has been forwarded to each Aerie in the State Jurisdiction and each delegate has received a
copy. This was approved.



READING OF COMMUNICATIONS

State Secretary Weber presented the following communications for disposition by the
delegates:

Fromthe Grand Aerie informing the delegates that Grand Secretary D.D. “Doc” Dunlap, Grand

Chaplain Lester Zimmerman, Grand Trustee Laverne “Shorty” Weber and Eastern Regional
President John Demko will represent the Grand Aerie during the convention. Filed.

From Grand Worthy President Russell Clark asking for help in the fight against the drastic
increases in non-profit mail rates. Filed.

From Lewis Reed, Asst. to the Grand Worthy President, inforriing us that the Eastern
Regional Conference will be held in Plainfield, New Jersey on October 11,12, and 13, 1985.
Filed.

From Wayne S. Smith, National Softball Tournament Director, with information regarding the
softball tournament to be held in Frederick, Maryland on Labor Day weekend. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie Publications Department thanking New York State Aerie for the ad to

be placed in the Grand Aerie Convention Program Book. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie with information on the 1985 Eagle decanter. Filed.

From Michael T. Gaffney, Director of the Jimmy Durante Children’s Fund listing the ’

contributions received from the New York State Aeries and Auxiliaries. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie Comptroller listing all delinquent Aeries in the State juridiction.
Referred to the State Executive Committee.

From the Office of the Grand Worthy President, Official Circular No. 135 to promulate the

amendments to the Constitution and Statutes, as adopted by the Grand Aerie Conventionat ¥

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 31 through August 2, 1984, and approved by the Local Aeries by
Referendum. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie Membership Department enclosing a listing of all commissions and
surveys issued. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie Convention with information on events and guests at the Grand Aerie
Convention to be held in Denver. Filed

From Robert Hansen, Director of the Golden Eagle Fund approving a grant for the Otsego
Urban Rural Self-Development Assoc. Home Care Program. Filed.

From the Grand Aerie Secretary’s Office stating that New York State Aerie is entitled to four.
votes at the National Convention in Denver, Colorado. Referred to the State Executive
Committee.

It was moved by Brother Weber that the action taken during the reading of the
communications be approved. This was seconded by James Russell, Rochester Aerie 52 and
carried.

FIRST REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

Read by Ronald Stickney, Chr., Lockport Aerie 825
Brother Delegates:

Following is a partial report of the Credentials Committee:

Grand Aerie Representatives ............ ...t 2
State Officers. ... ..ottt i e et 12
Past State Presidents ..............ciiiiiiiiiiii i 9
Delegates ... .....coiiniiiiii it e AP 64
Alfernates .. ... ... e e 1
Past Worthy Presidents ................ i 87

8

Total Votes ... ... e 204
Total Credentials Issued . .......... ... i e, 109

It was moved by Brother Stickney that this partial report be adopted as read. This was
seconded by Earle Willis, Maple Leaf Aerie 2311 and carried. :

STATE PRESIDENTS REPORT

Read by State President Donald Rettinger, Maple Leaf Aerie 2311
Grand Aerie Representatives, State Officers and my Brothers:

[ make this report with very mixed emotions. The joy of reaching that magic figure of 3000
new members and the feeling that one of the greatest experiences of my life has come to an
end. It has been a year that I shall always remember. The friendship and hospitality you all
have shown Nancy and myself during my visitations this year will be cherished forever.

[ want to thank you all for helping me reach my goal. However, there are some that deserve
honorable mention. Watertown Aerie came through again this year with flying colors. A total
of 438 new members reported and ranking tenth in the nation. Rochester with 229, always
one of the leaders in everything they attempt. Let us not forget Depew-Lancaster with 189,
also Dunkirk, Utica and Lockport all had a super year and my Brothers from LaSalle, Quebec
for reporting 110 new members. However, all of you deserve the credit because it takes us all
as a team to get the job done.

I want to thank State Secretary Shorty Weber for his assistance and support and especially for
keeping my visitation schedule in order. Special thanks must go to Bob Woodruff for doing
such a fantastic job as State Membership Director. To my Brothers in Quebec, without your
help and efforts in instituting a new Aerie in Mascouche, we would not have become a Bell
Ringer State and for this I say thank you.

To the Brothers and Sisters from my home Aerie and Auxiliary, my sincere thanks and
appreciation for your support and encouragement over the many years it took for me to
become your State President. To my mentor Tom Philpott, a very special thank you.

To all the Zone and District Directors, all the State and local committee chairmen and my
brother State Officers, thank you for the many hours you devoted to make this year possible in
membership, our humanitarian funds and in our State activities. '

To my successor, Ray Haggerty, and his slate of officers, I know the brothers will support you
with the same spirit and enthusiasm as | have enjoyed this year. I wish you continued success

_and you can be sure I will help you if I can.

In closing, let me again thank all of you for making this an unforgetable year. God Bless
You.

Respectfully submitted

Donald Rettinger
State President

It was moved by Al Hubbard, Binghamton Aerie 2119, that the report be adopted as read.
This was seconded by Robert Butts, EImira Aerie 941 and approved. .

FIRST REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE

Read by Arthur Raff, Empire Aerie 544

WHEREAS: The State Membership Director performs an important role in the continuing
operation of the State Aerie through his coordination of and supervision of, all campaigns to



to bring in new members, and

WHEREAS: At the present time he has no voice in the State Executive Committee where he
could contribute important information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the State Membership Director become an official
member of the State Executive Committee with equal vote and privileges, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution be referred to the State By-Law
Committee for their consideration.

Respectfully submitted

Harold H. Fields, Chr. 52
Arthur Raff, 544

Duane Bruning, 825
Joseph Chalk, 941
Lewis Howe, 2640

It was moved by Brother Raff that this resolution be referred to the State Aerie By-Laws
Committee for their consideration. This was seconded by Al Hubbard, Binghamton Aerie
2119, and approved.

STATE SECRETARY’S REPORT

Read by State Secretary Laverne “Shorty” Weber, Lockport Aerie 825
Brother Delegates:

Once again, it is an extreme pleasure and privilege to give you this brief resume of the events
and activities of the New York State Aerie for the past twelve months. We have had an
outstanding year and we can look back with pride to the accomplishments we have enjoyed. 1
will only touch on the highlights, leaving the detailed reports to the chairmen of the various
State Committees.

State President Donald Rettinger, “Bob” Woodruff, our State Membership Director and all of
the State Leaders have a right to be proud of our membership campaign. For the first time
since 1974-75, we have exceeeded the 3000 new member goal. We not only passed our
membership goal by 80 new members, but led the entire jurisdiction in new members ahead of
last year. A happy note was the institution of our baby Aerie in Mascouche, Quebec, on
October 20, 1984, with 64 Charter Members. Congratulations must go to Organizer Jean
Paul Gariepy and all of our Quebec Brothers for making this possible and thus making New
York a Bell Ringer State. We are proud of our baby and welcome you into our Faternal Family.
Taking away from our pride is the loss of Montreal Aerie 2130, North Montreal Aerie 3899
and Norwich Aerie 1043. These Charters were officially revoked during the past twelve
months thereby dropping our State Family to 53 units.

The Grand Secretary’s Annual Report shows that we have 16,222 members on the New York
State Aerie rolls, which is up 48 from last year. However, as in the past, the Aeries reporting
after the survey was taken were not included in the count.

Regardless of the high cost of all commodities, especially food, travel, lodging and supplies, I
am happy to report a healthy financial status with a balance of $11,060.83 in our State Aerie
Fund. However, of this amount, $5,330.27 is earmarked for the State Arthritis Fund and
$1,371.71 is earmarked for the Grand Aerie Hospitality Room leaving us a working balance
of $4,358.85. Once again, | want to impress on all of you that this was made possible only by
the outstanding cooperation received from our State and Local Leaders. State President
Donald Rettinger and his officers did their best to operate within the State Aerie Budget and
results surely indicate they did an outstanding job. My congratulations to them. The State
Secretary’s financial report is on the Secretary’s desk available for your inspection and will be
included in the proceedings of this Convention.
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A nice delegation of Aerie and Auxiliary members journeyed to Milwaukee to take an active
part in the Grand Aerie sessions and enjoy the hospitality. The State hospitality room, as
always, was superb and although no prizes were brought home, the New York State guys and
gals left their mark in the Grand Aerie Parade. Carol Shay, of Elmira, was elected Grand
Madam Vice President and yours truly “Shorty” Weber was re-elected Grand Trustee.

The Annual Fall and Spring State Officers’ Conferences, held in Rotterdam and Lockport,
were well-attended and most successful. Some of the highlights include the election of “Bob”
Woodruff to serve as State Membership Director for 1985-86 and the selection of
Binghamton as the site for the 1985 State Aerie and Auxiliary Convention. The 1985 State
Mr. and Mrs. Bowling Tournament was awarded to Hornell and Watertown Aerie was selected
to host the 1985 State Softball Tournament. The 1985 Fall State Officers’ Conference will be
held in the home of Elmira Aerie on September 21st and 22nd.

Reports received from our humanitarian funds again show the generosity of the New York
brothers and sisters. As in the past, a parade of checks will be held for all funds throughout this
convention. Because of your generosity, we have been able to present several grants to
deserving institutions throughout the past year. Grants from the Heart Fund and Cancer Fund
will be presented at the Convention Banquet Saturday evening. Your support to these funds
have made New York one of the most generous States in the Jurisdiction.

I am happy to report that our State Athletic Programs are growing steadily. Participation in the
State Softball, Bowling, Mr. and Mrs. Bowling and Golf Tournaments is increasing each year.
The host Aeries must be commended for the excellent manner in which these events were
conducted.

Your cooperation and continued support made possible the banner year we have enjoyed.

*There is nothing more satisfying thana job well done. Under the capable leadership of State
President Rettinger, State Membership Director Woodruff and the cooperation and efforts of
all of you really proved that it could be done. Without a question, our State President’s slogan
“DO IT WITH DON” became the inspiring force.

As [ look to the year ahead, I see another banner year in the making. Under the capable
leadership of our next State President Ray Haggerty and State Membership Director “Bob”
Woodruff, the only way we can go is forward. With your continued support and all of us
working together, we can make it happen.

In closing, my thanks must go to all the State Aerie Officers, State Membership Director
Woodruff and his Directors, all Aerie Secretarys, State Treasurer Ken Decker and especially
all of you out there in the field for the help and cooperation given my office throughout the
year.

Extending my best wishes for a happy and successful convention and most of all, may you all
have a pleasant and safe journey home. My thanks also to the Grand Aerie Representative for
sharing this convention with us.

Respectfully submitted

Laverne “Shorty” Weber, 825
State Secretary

STATE SECRETARY’S FINANCIAL REPORT

RECEIPTS: NOV. MAY TOTAL

State Per Capita Tax - Local Aeries............. $ 6,199.73 $ 7,551.95 $13,751.68
State Membership Department................. 3,860.00 4,691.00 8,551.00
State Fund Raising ........................... 250.00 125.00 375.00
State Legislative Committee ................... 50.00 -0- 50.00

State Arthritis Fund.................... ... ... 5465.17 - 2,891.60 8,356.77



State Convention Credentials Committee . ... ...
G.A. Hospitality Room and Parade .............
State Convention Advance - 1985 .............
State Convention Credentials Committee . . . .. ..
G.A. Hospitality Room and Parade .............
State Convention Advance - 1985 .............
Bank Interest...........................i ...
State Auxiliary ad in G.A. Conv. Journal - 1984 .
State Auxiliary Ad in G.A. Conv. Journal - 1985 .
State Emblem Pins ...........................
State Auxiliary Convention Badges - 1985 ... ...
Grand Aerie Parade Prize - 1984 ..............
Grand Aerie Charities.........................

TOTAL:

EXPENDITURES:

State Secretary’s Salary

State Treasurer’s Allowance

State President’s Visits - Rettinger

State President’s Visits - Gonyea

Various Assignments

State Telephone and Telegraph

State Treasurer’s Office Expense

State Membership Awards

State Convention Misc. Expense

State Officers Bond

Ad in G.A. Convention Journal - 1985

Ad in State Convention Journal - 1985
State Secretary’s Office Expense

Fire and Police Awards Plaque - 1984

State Postage

Social Security Tax

Delegates to G. A. Convention - 1984
Canadian Debit

State Arthritis Fund Grants

State Legislative Committee Expense

Grand Aerie Hospitality Room Expense - 1984
State Printing

Floral Sprays

State Membership Meetings

State Membership Office Expense

State Officer’s Fall Conference - Rotterdam
State Officer's Spring Conference - Lockport
Eastern Regional Conference Expense - Toronto
Grand Aerie Supplies

State Auxiliary Convention Advance - 1985
Printing State Convention Proceedings - 1984
State Convention Expense - 1985

State Convention Assignments - 1984

New York State Pins

Donation - Statue of Liberty Renovation
Grand Aerie Charities

Bank Charges

TOTAL:

C12

2,175.00
191.42
-0-
2,175.00
19142
-0-
235.05
100.00
-0-
351.00
-0-

-0-

-0-

$18,877.37

NOV.

$ 466.50
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438.30
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53.80
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26.25
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-0-
43.14
29.43
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1,052.80
35.17
-0-

-0-
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2,769.86
1,173.52
100.00
-0-

-0-

$15,601.55 $16,143.90 $31,745.45.
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.0-
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125.00
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.0-

-0-
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$18,139.51
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466.50
50.00
1,629.90
-0-
932.45
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54.40
659.31
-0-

-0-
250.00
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72.50
-0-
325.80
69.50
-0-
240.82
5,000.00
-0-

-0-
275.99
54.50
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79.28
-0-
1,788.17
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1,971.33
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-0-
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-0-

2,175.00
1,316.42
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2,175.00
1,316.42
1,000.00
630.01
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125.00
351.00
-0-

-0--

235.00
$37,016.88

TOTAL

933.00

100.00
2,350.15
50.00
1,370.75
711.87
108.20
1,659.31
2,396.10,
26.25
250.00
120.00
115.64
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597.39
138.00
350.00
371.86
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-0-
892.02
616.55
54.50
1,856.02
173.20
1,782.90
1,788.17

1,052.80-

35.17
500.00
1,971.33
166.46
2,769.86

1,173.52.
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RECAPITULATION
Balance as of June 1,1984 ............. $ 5,789.40
Receipts ............. .ol 37,016.88
. Total 42,806.28
Expenditures ............. ... 31,745.45
Balance as of May 31, 1985............ $ 11,060.83
Earmarked Funds as of May 31, 1985
State Arthritis Fund.......... ............ $5,330.27
G.A. Hospitality Room. .................... $1,371.71

A motion was made by Brother Weber that the report be adopted as read. This was seconded
by James Telban, Rochester Aerie 52, and approved.

FIRST REPORT OF THE BY-LAWS COMMITTEE

Given by Kenneth Decker, Ithaca Aerie 1253
Brother Delegates:

Except for the resolution referred to this committee at this session, no amendments to the
State By-Laws have been received. The resolution will be taken under consideration by this
committee and a report will be given at the session tomorrow. The committee will be meeting
again Friday and Saturday mornings.

Respectfully submitted

Arthur Gonyea, Chr. 2486
Kenneth Decker, 1253
William Carrick, 544

A motion was made by James Russell, Rochester Aerie 52, seconded by Richard Pottorff, .
Ithaca Aerie 1253 that the report be adopted as read. Motion carried.

STATE TREASURER’S REPORT

Read by State Treasurer Kenneth Decker, Ithaca Aerie 1253

To the Officers and members of the New York State Aerie assembled at our 79th Annual State
Convention in Rochester, New York, | submit the following report as atrue balance of the New
York State Aerie account as of May 31, 1985. This account is verified by the auditors of the
Tompkins County Trust Co. of Ithaca, New York.

Balance - June 1,1984 ................. $ 5,789.40
Receipts ........covvieniiniin .. 37,072.48
Total oot e 42,861.88
Disbursements: )

Checks #270 through #481 .. ... e 31,419.17
Canadian Debit. ... 381.73
Total. ..o e $ 31,801.15
Receipts. ....c.ovveieieeeaeaininnnns $ 42,861.88
Disbursements. .. ......ccoviiiiieiiaeen.n. 31,801.15
Balance - May 31,1985 ................. $ 11,060.73
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Respectfully submitted

Kenneth B. Decker
State Treasurer

A motion was made by Brother Decker that this report be adopted as given. This was
seconded by Wilbur Button, Olean 616, and approved.

REPORT OF THE PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

Read by Harold Fields, Chr., Rochester Aerie 52
Brother Delegates:

All of the news media in the Rochester area, newspapers, television stations and radio stations,
were contacted and informed of this Convention. They were told about our purpose and ideals
and the presentation of grants to be presented at this convention.

We are pleased to report that we have received some publicity from the Gates-Chili
News.

We wish to thank the Town of Gates for the use of their Town Hall facilities during this
Convention.

Special efforts will be put forth with the hope that the rest of the news media will give this
Convention some coverage and publicity.

Respectfully submitted

Harold Fields, Chr., 51
David Mullen, 2486
David Wilson, 2640

It was moved by Brother Fields, seconded by Mason Parker, Schenectady Aerie 514, that the
report be adopted as read. Motion carried.

Under Good of the Order, State President Donald Rettinger introduced Grand Aerie
Chaplain Lester Zimmerman. Brother Zimmerman gave an enlightening talk on the
membership of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and asked that all join together and look with
respect at the symbol of the Eagle. He asked that everyone support the new officers who will
be elected prior to the end of the convention. Brother Zimmerman’s keen sense of humor and
wit ended a most enjoyable presentation.

A number of announcements were then made with regard to committee meetings, the
Ritualistic Competition, hospitality rooms and banquets. There being no further business for
the day, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM until Friday, June 21st, at 10:00 AM.

STATE OFFICERS’ BANQUET

The Annual State Officers’ Banquet was held in the Edwardian Room in the Holiday Inn on
Thursday Evening June 20th, beginning at 6:30 PM. All State Officers were in attendance and
the State Membership Director “Bob” Woodruff and Zone Directors Thornton, Becker and
Grandchamp. Also among those present were Past State Presidents Monroe, McNally,
Graham, Gregory, Lane, Carrick and Gonyea. Guests at the banquet were Grand Aerie
Chaplain Les Zimmerman and Grand Trustee “Shorty” Weber. Following the serving of a
delicious dinner, a short State Officers meeting was held.

SECOND SESSION

The second session of the 79th Annual State Convention was convened on Friday, June 21,
1985 at 10:05 AM by State President Donald Rettinger.
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Following the opening ceremonies, the obligation and oath of allegiance to the new members
were given by Past State President Kenneth Decker Ithaca Aerie 1253.

REPORT OF THE GRAND AERIE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE

Read by William Carrick, Chr., Empire Aerie 544
Brother Officers and Delegates:

It is with great pleasure that [ would like to thank every one who had a part in making the raffle
for the Grand Aerie Hospitality Room the great success that it was. To all of you who sold
chances, Aeries and Auxiliaries and to my co-chairmen, Bob Woodruff, Wayne Monroe, Jim
Russell and Doug McDermott, my thanks for a superb job. The net taken in was $1,025.00
and the winner was Kathryn Woolson of Delphi Falls, New York.

We, of New York, will again be proud of our hospitality room. As of now, there is earmarked
for this purpose a total of $1,371.71. We are looking forward to seeing many of you in Denver
and are also looking forward to the parade in which we shall be taking part. An invitation is
extended to all of you to join us. .

Respectfully submitted

William Carrick, Chr. 544
Robert Woodruff, 52
James Russell, 52

It was moved by Brother Carrick that the report be adopted as presented. This was seconded
by James Harris, Olean Aerie 616, and approved.

REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION COMMITTEE

Read by Herbert Farrell, Cr., Schenectady Aerie 514

It is this committee’s proud pleasure to report that another feature has been placed in our
Eagle hats this year. The Memorial Foundation, through the medium of the Golden Eagle
Fund is initiating a fight against what has been called “The Disease of the Century”. A disease
that is a maddening march through mental deterioration characterized by forgetfulness,
slower speach, the inability to make simple decisions, acute forgetfulness, hatred of loved
ones, then apathy and finally death. This disease is the Alzheimer’s Disease.

The Memorial Foundation has made $100,000.00 available immediately for research in
$5,000.00 grants. Through research, a brain scan has been developed to diagnose this
disease. Before that, the only diagnosis was by autopsy. Obviously too late a diagnosis of a "
disease to research a cure on living people. Now that it can be diagnosed early, it is up to
people helpers, The Eagles, to support research as we have of every other worthy cause. -

)
¢

Be proud of being an Eagle and part of this worthy cause.

A word to membership chairmen and Eagle producers. The benefits from the Memorial
Foundation, to Aerie and Auxiliary members who are law enforcement officers, paid or
volunteer firemen or members of the armed forces, can be a valuable tool in bringing in new
members. Literature may be obtained by writing to the Grand Aerie Programs and Activities
Department, 2401 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233. Use this free
information in your membership recruitment.

This committee extends its thanks to State President Donald Rettinger for affording us the
opportunity of serving on this committee this year. .

Respectfully submitted

Herbert Farrell, Chr. 514
Ralph Verno, 52
Walter Robords, 2640
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It was moved by Brother Farrell, seconded by Roger Grandchamp, St. Lin Aerie 3897, that the
report be adopted as read. Motion carried.

REPORT OF THE BLOOD DONORS COMMITTEE

Read by Gordon Brenenstuhl, Chr., Hoosick Falls Aerie 2467
Brother Delegates:

We, on this committee, would like to take this opportunity to urge everyone in this room to go
back to their home Aerie and do their utmost to set up a Blood Donors Program.

Contact your local Red Cross unit. There are few requirements you have to meet. Nearly every
member can give blood if they are over 18 years of age and are in good health. If you do your
job by furnishing the donors, the Red Cross will do the rest.

Blood, whether a pint or several pints, is more and more becoming a matter of life or death to
so many in our society today. There are many types of blood and supply of all must be
available when it is needed. The small amount we give periodically to the Red Cross will not be
missed and will be replaced in our bodies by nature. But, if we do not give even the pint, it will
not be available for someone in time of a crisis.

So, when you get back home, please call the Red Cross and encourage your members to give

life to someone desperately in need by giving just a pint of blood.

Respectfully submitted

Gordon Brenenstuhl, Chr., 2467
Frederick Romano, 52
Dan Pritchard, 941

A motion was made by Brother Brenenstuhl that the report be adopted as read. This was
seconded by Robert Brenenstuhl, Hoosick Falls Aerie 2467 and approved.

REPORT OF THE SCOUTING COMMITTEE

Read by Robert Butts, Chr., Elmira Aerie 941
Grand Aerie Representatives, State Officers and Brother Delegates:

This committee has received several reports from Aeries that are involved in sponsored a Boy
or Girl Scout Troop and we would like to read the highlights to you.

Chautauqua Aerie 2145 is doing an outstanding job in sponsoring troops of handicapped and
retarded youths. In years past, these boys and girls could never even hope to be scouts. The
members of Chautauqua Aerie not only make these youth believe they can do anything other

youth can, but they are seeing them do it.

Rochester Aerie 52 sponsors Troop #452 which was formed in 1973. We understand that a
number of these boys have reached the rank of Eagle Scout. These scouts are not only
involved in their community but also help in many projects at the club.

Lockport Aerie 825 sponsors Troop #82 formed in 1982. These boys are also involved in
helping a number of Aerie and Auxiliary functions and with activities in the community.

Hoosick Falls Aerie 2467 sponsors both a Boy and Girl Scout Troop.

Addison Cub Scout Pack #81 held their first meeting April 4, 1985, at the Freeman Fire Hall.
Special guests at this meeting were scouting coordinator Doug McDermott and Ellis Spencer,
President of Addison Aerie 3904, who is the sponsor of the pack, Both Doug and Ellis were
presented with Certificates of Appreciation signed by all the Cub Scouts and the committee
members that were present. The Cubs participated in their first annual bowl-a-thon.
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Although no report was forthcoming, we understand Empire Aerie 544 is also sponsoring a
troop.

Scouting is one of the greatest things to happen to the youth of America. It teaches them
discipline, the difference between right and wrong and how to be prepared. This committee
urges all Aeries to become involved in scouting.

Respectfully submitted

Robert Butts, Chr., 941
Al Forkel, 52
Donald Craig, 825

A motion was made by William Christensen, Elmira Aerie 941 that the report be adopted as
presented. This was seconded by Duane Dennison, Hornell Aerie 2640, and carried.

SECOND REPORT OF THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Resolution No. 2

Read by Harold Fields, Chr., Rochester Aerie 52
Brother Delegates:

The following resolution is presented on behalf of the Grand Aerie, Fraternal Order of
Eagles:

WHEREAS, a number of Aeries in the Fraternal Order of Eagles have lost their Charter and
their Aerie number, and

WHEREAS, new Aeries starting in the same vicinity have a difficult time getting liquor, bingo
and raffle licenses, and

WHEREAS, if an Aerie, after being Instituted with a new number, could get an Aerie number
which had been assigned to an Aerie which had previously existed in that vicinity, it could
obtain liquor, bingo and raffle licenses sooner and easier, and

WHEREAS, it is difficult for an Aerie to survive without these licenses, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we add a new section to the Statutes to be known as
Section #36.2.1 to read as follows:

“The Grand Worthy President shall have the power to re-issue an
Aerie number which had been previously assigned to an Aerie
which had formerly been in existance in the vicinity of a recently
Instituted new Aerie to that recently Instituted new Aerie upon
request of that Aerie, provided however that the Aerie making the
request shall guarantee no outstanding indebtedness to the
Grand Aerie.”

Respectfully submitted

Harold Fields, Chr., 52
Arthur Raff, 544
Duane Bruning, 825
Joseph Chalk, 941
Lewis Howe, 2640

It was moved by Brother Fields that this resolution be rejected and that the Grand Aerie be so
notified. This was seconded by Al Hubbard, Binghamton Aerie 52 and carried.
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