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Daily Journal of Proceedings of the Thirty-second Annual Session
of the New York State Aerie Fraternal
. Order of Eagles

OPENING CEREMONIES

Thursday, June 16, 1938

The Thirty-second Annual Meeting of New York State Aerie was
held in the meeting room of Watertown Aerie 782.

The opening ceremony was called to order at 11:00 A. M. with Past
Worthy President James J. Corbett presiding. The invocation was by Rev,
Fr. John Plunkett of St. Patrick’s Church, after which Brother Corbett
welcomed the members of the State Aerie in behalf of the Watertown
Aerie and introduced Mayor David D. Keiff of Watertown who extended
a most cordial welcome to all the visiting Eagles and their friends and ladies,
hoping their visit to the city would be not only profitable, but a very
pleasant one. He gave a vivid description of the natural beauties in and
surrounding the city and expressed the hope that the members would have
the opportunity of visiting all their points of interest, and that the State
Aerie would favor the city by a visit again in the near future.

State President Maraldo responded to the welcome by the Mayor,
thanking him for his very generous welcome and expressed the hope that
the members of the State Aerie in Watertown would so conduct themselves
as to merit his welcome and uphold the prestige of our Order.

Past Grand Worthy President George Nordlin was next introduced by
Brother Corbett who, in his introductory remarks, stated that in as much
as his attendance at this session of the State Aerie was necessarily limited, he
wished to talk on a subject which ordinarily would have been left to a business
session of the State Aerie. He first spoke on proposed legislation introduced
in New York State affecting beneficial organizations as this is naturally of
vital importance to the Fraternal Order of Eagles and other similar organ-
izations requiring intelligent consideration at the proper time. He explained
that the quotas set by the Grand Aerie are not a mere arbitrary number
given to Aeries as a mark to shoot at, but are based on actuarial figures,
scientifically worked out for the strengthening of membership to a self-
sustaining proportion. Aeries to be successful must meet this quota. The
new body of officers to be selected for New York State Aerie, to justify
their selection as such, must center their efforts on the weaker Aeries rather
than on the stronger ones. There should be more Aeries in the State and
every Aerie should have a membership of sufficient size to justify its
existence. He called attention to the standard of living which we as Amer-
icans enjoy as the highest standard found anywhere in the world, and called
upon each member to see to it that the benefits of this high standard of
living be continued by doing their part in building up the Order to a
membership of a million so that the Order may have sufficient man power
to impress legislators for the continuance of the American ideals represented
by the Fraternal Order of Eagles. H's brief but interesting remarks were
received with hearty applause.

Past Worthy President Corbett then turned the gavel over to State
President Charles G. Maraldo who, upon assuming his station, requested
all persons not delegates to retire from the meeting room and announced
that all Past Worthy Presidents in good standing would be permitted to
attend the State Aerie Sessions.
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FIRST SESSION

The first business session was called to order at 11:45 A. M. and
opened in ritualistic form by State President Maraldo presiding with all
State Officers present excepting State Treasurer Thomas Reynolds of
Oneonta. The State President appointed George A. Zimmerman of Aerie
1411 as temporary State Treasurer during the session.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

Aaron Siegler, Chairman of the Committee on Credentials presented
a preliminary report of the committee showing a total of 69 Delegates and
19 Delegates-at-Large in attendance at this opening session. The State
President ordered the report of the committee received and the committee
continued. A complete list of the representatives present was read by
Brother Siegler. A motion was made by Past State President Walter
McGrath that George Fessler of Aerie 1509 be admitted to the sessions
notwithstanding the fact that the semi-annual report of Long Island City Aerie
had not been filed with the State Secretary. The State President stated he
could not consider the motion as it conflicted with the laws of the State
Aerie, and ruled the motion out of order. Brother McGrath took exception
to the ruling.

SESSION COMMITTEE

The following session committees were appointed by State President

Maraldo:

Credentials
Aaron Siegler, Chairman ...............c...o.oooiiiiean, Staten Island Aerie 543

August Meding ...coooeiiiiiiiiiii Rochester Aerie 52
Dennis Broderick . ... Gloversville Aerie 482
John C. POWEIS ....ccooovviiiiiicieiciieeieieeee et Ithaca Aerie 1253
George MEYers ...ccocvveviviiniiiiiiesiire e s ecrenae e Bay Ridge Aerie 1924
Laws
Thomas G. Welsh, Chairman .........cccccoevivieeeeiiiiieeecinee. Elmira Aerie 941
John D. Kelly ..o Syracuse Aerie 052
Francis E. Dorn .. .... Brooklyn Aerie 393
Harvey J. Crook ...cccoooviviiivniiiiiiccecee e Flushing Aerie 583
AL T WILKINSON oviiviieieiciieecccce e e Montreal Aerie 2130
Wm. B. Hutchinson, Chairman ......................cccoeiinnn.n. Buffalo Aerie 46
James J. Glenn ........ccoovievieenn.n. .. Schenectady Aerie 514
James C. Carroll .........ocooiiiiiiiii e Geneva Aerie 95
William F. Mentzinger ........ccoccoviveviiicineeniens Rockaway Beach Aerie 1544
Harry Wende ... coooooiiveeiiiieeeieieeeeeee et Buffalo Aerie 46
Ritualistic
Edward Cairns, Chairman ..............ccooene Washington Heights Aerie 1117
George L. Smith ...coooiiiiiiiiiii e Ossining Aerie 1545
C. Kuehenel .......cccocoiiiiiiiiiiinin .... Oneonta Aerie 1260
Louis Shrout ........... . Port Chester Aerie 1166
Edwin Steinhauser ..........occcooviiiiiiiiiiniiiiceiiecne Johnstown Aerie 1575
/ Grievances and Appeal
Ernest J. Mahoney, Chairman .........ccccecnvniniinnn, Rochester Aerie 52
Lucas Christiana ......cccceeeieviieierieiieniiociieieese e Crown City Aerie 2191

Bernard Williams ............ccccoeevne. ST S Bronx Aerie 491

Frank Burns ..o Olean Aerie 616

Arthur W. Jennings .......... e ... Elmira Aerie 941
Parade .

William H. Alf, Chairman .......occoovvvvoeeeeieeii s Buffalo Aerie 46

Carl Hoepfinger ................... . Lackawanna Aerie 2231

Claire IVes ....coccoiviiiiiieiie e Endicott Aerie 2269

David Gauss ....ccoccooviiiiiiiiiiiie e, Steuben Aerie 2299

Charles E. Stewart ..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiininan. Washington Heights Aerie 1117
Press

Walter E. McGrath, Chaitman .........cccoooooeeiiinn . New York Aerie 40

Andrew J. Flanigan .......cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiii Watertown Aerie 782

T. J. Hennessy ....ooooorieviiiiiieiiniiiee e eeevtesee ... Auburn Aerie 96
Daniel Lane ... .New Yonkers Aerie 0473
Louis Berg ..ooocoiiviiiiiiiiiie e Tonawanda Aerie 1411

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS SESSION

The proceeds of the 1937 State Aerie session, having been printed and
distributed to each delegate in attendance at the last session; to each Aerie
in the State; and available to each member of this Session, after the State
Secretary had partially read the minutes, a motion was made by Brother
Lane of Aerie 0473, seconded by Brother Wolf of Aerie 393, that the
minutes be approved as printed without further reading.

Remarks on this motion were made by Brother Luban of Aerie 40,
Past State President Saxer and Brother Wolf of Aerie 393 regarding an
alleged omission of remarks made by Brother Jennings of Aerie 941, re-
garding remarks made by Past State President Welch as recorded on page
28 of the 1937 proceedings, and after some discussion, it was the State
President’s order that the approval of the minutes be delayed until such
time as Brother Jennings would be present.

COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were read by the State Secretary and
action taken on each as noted:

1. A letter from State Treasurer Thomas C. Reynolds: “It is with a
feeling of the deepest regret that I advise the officers and delegates of the
New York State Aerie assembled 1n this the Thirty-second Convention that
conditions over which I have no control have arisen which make it im-
possible for me to attend what I know will be the greatest convention held
by our great Order in this State, and express to them my appreciation for
the honor they have enabled me to enjoy as State Treasurer the past two .
years. No pen can tell how I will miss the real grasp of true fraternalism
of those whom I have met at our conventions in the past.” Referred to
Board of Trustees. }

2. A letter from Grand Worthy President John W. Heller, Jr.: “Appar-
ently at certain sessions of certain State Aeries members of the Order who
were not duly qualified officers or delegates to said State Aerie have been
permitted to be present at the sessions of such State Aeries, which procedure
is in violation of the laws of the Order. In order to prevent further viola-
tion of the law in this connection, you are hereby advised that.no member
of the Order who is neither an officer of, or a delegate to a State, District
or Provincial Aerie, or who is not a Grand Aerie officer, or Deputy Auditor,
shall be permitted to be present at any session of such State, District or
Provincial Aerie. This prohibition does not apply, of course, to so-called
open sessions of State, District or Provincial Aeries during which no official
business is being transacted.” Referred to Committee on Good of the Order.
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3. A letter from the State Secretary to the Grand Worthy President:
“Your letter of March 18th, 1938, re; non-delegates attending State Aerie
Sessions, prompts me to write this letter for advice. At the 1936 session
of New York State Aerie held at Olean, an amendment to our Laws was
unanimously adopted to permit any Past Worthy President in good standing
of any Aerie in good standing in the jurisdiction of the State to attend the
sessions of the State Aerie, but without voice or vote. This amendment
was approved by Chief Auditor Conrad H. Mann on July 1, 1936 and was
then made a part of our State Aerie Laws. I refer to Section 9 of Article
II, on page seven (7) of the Laws, a copy of which is enclosed herewith.
Now, in view of the instructions contained in your letter, above mentioned,
it would appear that this section of our Law is in violation of the Laws of
the Order, and we will appreciate your early advices.” Referred to Com-
mittee on Good of the Order.

4. A letter from Grand Worthy President John W. Heller, Jr.: *'I have
your letter of April 8th, calling attention to amendment to the Constitution
and By-lays of New York State Aerie, heretofore approved. You are correct
in your conclusion that in view of the instructions contained in my letter
of March 18, 1938, Section 9, Article 2, State Aerie Laws, is in violation
of the Laws of the Order and is of no effect, and the instructions given in
my letter of March 18th must be adhered to.” Referred to Committee on
Good of the Order.

5. A letter from Past Grand Worthy President Frank E. Hering: “With
each passing year the Fraternal Order of Eagles occupies a more enviable
position in American life. Increasing thousands of men, attracted by our
fraternal benefits and by our glorious record in humanitarian legislation, are
joining our ranks. We are now the largest national fraternity in the United
States. We have the respect and good will of all thoughtful citizens. What
we have accomplished would not have been possible had it not been for
the interest and loyalty of hundreds of thousands of Eagles in the various
Subordinate Aeries. From the Subordinate Aeries and from the annual
conventions of the State Aeries have come the inspiration for many of the
movements we have espoused, and also the determination to carry them
through to a successful conclusion May the deliberations of the New York
State Aerie bring additional glories to Eagledom.” Referred to Committee
on Good of the Order.

6. A telegram from Managing Organizer Conrad H. Mann: “We have
just finished a great year for the F. O. E. in spite of all handicaps. We
have, as an order, practically accomplished the impossible. The same is
true of many Aeries in New York. I hope you will convey to all those
attending the sessions of the New York State Aerie, who took an active
part in assisting to bring this great record about, my sincere appreciation,
At the same time | want to express my best wishes for a most successful
State Aerie Session and to wish to all of you the best of luck during the
new fiscal year. Let us continue to go forward.” Referred to Committee
on Good of the Order.

7. A letter was received from John B. Highmoor, Rochester, New
York, requesting the Grievance and Appeal Committee to review his expul-
sion from the Rochester Aerie No. 52. Referred to Committee on Griev-
ances and Appeal.

8. Letters were received from H. M. Day of the Syracuse Chamber of
Commerce and from Rollin B. Marvin, Mayor of Syracuse, extending an
invitation to the State Aerie to hold their next meeting in the city of
Syracuse. Referred to Good of the Order Committee.

REPORT OF STATE PRESIDENT

The following report was submitted by State President Charles G.
Maraldo and was received, ordered printed in the proceedings, and referred
to the Good of the Order Committee on motion by Past State President
Welch, seconded by Past State President Saxer.

Watertown, N. Y., June 15th, 1938.

To the Delegates New York State Aerie,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, in Convention Assembled:

My Brothers:

One year ago when I was installed as your State President, I was
troubled with many doubts concerning my ability to carry on the duties of
that office with tact and ability as had my predecessors. My year has come
to a close. The memories are many and pleasant ones. I am not certain,
however, as to the success I have had. I tried to carry on the work con-
scientiously and I devoted my entire time to the very limit of my physical °
ability in trying to continue the good work that had been done by those
who preceded me in office.

I ask you to act as the judges. You alone are the ones to determine
whether or not my administration has been a successful one and whether
the work undertaken by me was properly carried on. It was my observation
that many of the State Officers elected with me, gave of their time and in
a great measure assisted me in properly carrying on the work assigned.

Every one was eager to assist. Officers and Members of the sub-
ordinate Aeries, Grand Aerie Subordinates and those in authority in the
Grand Aerie, all contributed in a great measure to the record that was
achieved during my year. To each of them I am grateful.

During the year we had the pleasure of visits from Grand Worthy
President John W. Heller. The Aeries honored Brother Heller throughout
and initiated splendid classes on the occasion of his visits. His talks were
well received and he proved to be an inspiration to all who heard him. I
am personally grateful to Brother Heller for the interest he took in the
Aecries of New York. I personally accompanied Brother Heller on most
of these visits.

Most of the year was spent in visiting the subordinate Aeries in the
State. The Aeries that did not receive the benefit of a visit or visits from
me are few, and they have only themselves to blame for this because they
did not take advantage of the many offers I made during my term. To the
Officers and Members who accorded me their time on these visits, I am
deeply grateful for their hospitality and kindnesses, their eagerness to help
me and their enthusiastic reception of my addresses. I trust that in some
way I may have modestly served as a source of inspiration to those members
who eagerly endeavor to carry on the work of the Fraternal Order of Eagles.

The present economic situation existing in the State and the Naition
make the true Eagle feel that the work of the Order must continue as before
and for that purpose we must have a continued growth within our ranks,
a continued increase of membership.

The funds allotted to me by the State Aerie were not sufficient to
carry on the work of the office of State President, as prescribed by me.
have no complaint to make on that score. I was willing to sacrifice all of
my own finances, as I had done during my term as State Vice-President,
but I want to lay stress on the fact that Managing Organizer Conrad H.
Mann, realizing that the work which was being done was of importance,
offered his assistance and there were times when your humble servant took
advantage of this offer. Brother P. G. W. P. Conrad H. Mann has been
most liberal in his assistance to the State Aerie both as Managing Organ-
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izer and as Chief Auditor. The manner in which the finances, peace and
harmony were maintained in the various Aeries by interceding via his
subordinates is worthy of comment. Mr. Carl Yurk, Deputy Organizer
and Auditor, detailed in our midst gave spendid service to me as State
President and at all times consulted with me on matters before him, before
any drastic action was taken. Anything that might have been done by
him, at all times received my attention and sanction. I extend to Brother
Conrad H. Mann, my sincere thanks and know that during the deliberations
of this convention, his great work as Chief Auditor and Managing Organizer
will be especially commended. May I add to my report, that during my
term of office, there were no charters revoked or cancelled. I attribute this
to co-operation I gave to Chief Conrad H. Mann and to that which I
received in turn. I was constantly informed by him of conditions in sub-
ordinate Aeries and given the opportunity to make a personal investigation.
Again my sincere thanks to Conrad  H. Mann and his subordinate Carl Yurk.

I wish to commend Brother Walter A. Neafie, the State Secretary, for
the excellent manner in which he conducts that office. He is prompt and
efficient in all of the duties and his willingness to co-operate with the State
President and all other State Officers is outstanding. I wish to note on the
record that it was a pleasure to work hand in hand with him. The State
Aerie in the person of Walter A. Neafie has its greatest asset.

During my year as State President, I received hundreds of letters.
Whether they came from individuals or whether they came from officers
of subordinate Aeries, they all received the same consideration. No letter
was shelved. An answer was sent to each and I am displaying for your
approval, the letters and answers written by me to all of them. ’

It was necessary in order to inspire the membership of our State, to
send out circulars urging ‘‘Membership Drives.” If I have incurred any
additional expense, I did so knowing that the money used was well invested.

This year, I am proud to announce, we made an enviable record, not-
withstanding the hardships the Nation is undergoing. The reports of the
Organization Department, for the fiscal year ending May 31st, 1938, show
that the State added 3105 members to its roster during that time. Of
course, we endeavored to make our quota. of 3560 but with all the energy
exerted by those concerned we fell short by the small margin of 455.
Fourteen of the 42 Aeries reached the allotted quota. Six of the Aeries
were from the Northern and Western Section of the State; five from the
Eastern Section—Westchester County and Greater New York. The Aeries
which made their quota were as follows in the order of their accomplish-
ment: Watertown, Schenectady, Rochester, Brooklyn, New York No. 40,
Ithaca, Buffalo, Tarrytown, Cortland, Niagara Falls, Bay Ridge, New Yonkers,
Montreal, Elmira. It is an honor for me to make mention of these Aeries
in my report. Special commendation should go to Watertown Aerie and
Schenectady Aerie because of the fact that early during the year, they far
exceed their allotted quota.

It is sad, however, to note that many Aeries tried hard to make the
goal. Some fell just a few short of accomplishing the feat. However, a
goodly number of Aeries made a very poor showing. These Aeries may
be identiefid by their respective delegates merely by looking at their Sec-
retary’s record when they return to their homes from this convention. Much
consideration should be given to this statement because it is not a compli-
ment to the Aeries involved.

From the record coming to my office monthly from the Organization
Department I noticed that many Aeries, some of whom came near making
their quotas, started work late in the season. Real good results can be obtained
only by those Aeries that start off the year with a BANG, continue through-

out the year and keep going until the end. Building up membership in

the organization requires consistent pounding. There must be no let-up.
It is true that the summer months are meant for rest. “No rest for the

weary” should be our slogan. Let us leave this convention resolved that
work for the coming year must be started immediately. Qur last year's
slogan, “Every Member owes his Aerie at least One New Member each
Year,” must be adhered to for the coming years.

It seems to me that the long period of time that elapsed between
conventions made it necessary for the State Officers and members of the
various Aeries throughout the State, to get together at least once during
the winter months of the year. For this reason I called a meeting in the
city of Syracuse on Sunday, February 5th, 1938. This “Mid Winter Con-
vention™ indeed was a surprise. It met with the approval of all State
officers and many Aeries all of whom were in attendance. Preliminary to
the convention Syracuse Aerie No. 053 initiated a Class and the business
of the convention followed. The Grand Aerie was ably represented by
P. G. W. President George Nordlin who delivered a fine talk to those
present. Much was done to further the interests of the State in Eagledom
but nothing that transpired was made binding on the Aeries in the State
because the meeting was unofficial. I feel that State Secretary Neafie will
elaborate on this meeting in his report. I recommend to my successors in
office the continuation of these meetings. Much can be accomplished by
keeping the Aeries in closer contact during the year.

It was my intention to get an early start in placing the 1938 conven-
tion. In September, 1937, I directed a letter to each of seven Aeries that
might entertain the convention. Watertown Aerie was the only Aerie that
answered the letter. They expressed willingness to act as hosts to the 1938
Session and offered to meet with the Committee on Good of the Otrder to
talk over the matter.

On the 28th day of November, 1937. I met with Brothers P. §. P.
William Alf, William B. Hutchinson, William F. Mentzinger, John J.
Shortell and Ernest J. Mahoney, in the city of Buffalo. After due delibera-
tion we decided unanimously to grant the convention to Watertown Aerie.
Arrangements would be made to meet with a Watertown Convention Com-
mittee to be appointed. :

On the 5th day of February. 1938. Past State President John P. Saxer,
William F. Mentzinger and William B. Hutchinson, and State Secretary
Walter A. Neafie and myself met with the Convention Committee of Water-
town Aerie in that city. Then and there, after listening to what this Aerie
had to offer, we granted the convention to Watertown Aerie, to be held in
that city on June 16th. 17th and 18th, 1938 This was a little out of the
ordinary and it gave the host city plenty of time to make their plans. I
recommend a change in the laws so that this might be carried out in the
future and urge that the Good of the Order Committee meet in January
of each year. .

A list of my visits to subordinate Aeries follow:
1937
June 14—Installation of Ladies’ Auxiliary. Flushing, No. 583.
June 15—Public Installation of Officers, Washington Heights, No. 1117.
June 24—Installation of Officers and Class Initiation, Brooklyn, No. 1924,
July 1—Class Initiation, Brooklyn, No, 393.
July 6—Yonkers, Meeting Delegates of Westchester with John P. Saxer.
July 15—Class Initiation, Oneonta, No. 1260.
Sept. 9—Investigation of College Point, No. 2065, with Auditor Yurk.
Sept. 14—S8ame.
Sept. 24—Bronx District Meeting, Bronx, No. 491.
Sept. 26—Schenectady, No. 514, Class Initiation.
Sept. 27—With G. W. P. Heller at Gloversville, Class Initiation.
Sept. 28—With G. W. P. Heller at Utica, Class Initiation.
Sept. 29—With G. W. P. Heller at Ithaca, Class Initiation.
Oct. 1—With G. W. P. Heller at Rochester, Class Initiation.
Oct. 3—With John P. Saxer and Carl Yurk at Institution of Endicott.
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Oct. 4—With G. W. P. Heller at Buffalo, Initiation.

Oct. 5—With G. W. P. Heller at Binghamton, Class Initiation.

Oct. 6—With G. W, P. Heller at Hoboken, N. ]J.

Oct. 7—With G. W. P. Heller at Dover, N. J.

Oct. 12—At Northport, Sound Shore Aerie, Class Initiation.

Oct. 22—Gloversville, Class Initiation.

Oct. 24—Schenectady, Class Initiation.

Oct. 26—Tarrytown, Westchester District Meeting, Class Initiation.

Nov. 1—Yonkers, Dinner.

Nov. 8—Watertown, Class Initiation.

Nov. 18—Dinner, Bay Ridge Aerie 1924.

Nov. 28—Buffalo, No. 46, Class Initiation.

Dec. 12—Chautauqua Aerie No. 2145, Jamestown, Dedication of New
Home and Class Initiation.

Dec. 13—Washington Heights, Aeries of Greater New York, P. G. W. P.
George Nordlin, Speaker. Class Initiation.

1938

Jan. 30—Niagara Falls, Class Initiation. .
Feb. 1—Mount Vernon District Meeting.

Feb. 4—Watertown, N. Y., Good of the Order Meeting.

Feb. 5—Syracuse, Mid-winter Convention.

Feb. 13—Olean, Class Initiation.

Feb. 20—Tatrytown, Dedication of New Home.

Feb. 23—Bay Ridge, Class Initiation.

Feb. 25—Bronx Aerie, No. 491, Class Initiation.

Feb. 26—Rochester, Class Initiation.

Mar. 5—Johnstown, Anniversary Dinner.

Mar. 6—Gloversville, Investigation.

Mar. 9—Port Chester, Class and District Meeting.

Mar. 12—Schenectady, Class Initiation.

Mar. 15—Yonkers, Class Initiation.

Mar. 17—Wpyoming, Pa, Class. Represented G. W. P.

Mar. 20—Ithaca, Class.

Mar. 22—Newark, N. ]J., represented G. W. P. at Class Initiation.
Mar. 25—Bronx, Class Initiation.

Mar. 27—Institution of New Aerie at Corning.

Apr. 8—Gloversville, Class Initiation.

Apr. 19—Washington Heights, Class Initiation.

Apr. 21—Brooklyn Aerie, No. 393, Class Initiation,

Apr. 24—Rochester, Aerie 52, Class Initiation.

Apr. 28—Represented George Nordlin, P. G. W. P. at North Adams,

Mass.
May 1—Tonowanda, Class Initiation.
May 8—Represented G. W. P. at Pittsfield, Mass.
May 15—Geneva, Class Initiation.
May 21—Cortland, Class Initiation. i
May 29—Montreal, Canada, Class Initiation.
May 31—Lockport, Class Initiation.
June 7—Auburn, Installation of Officers.
June 8—Bay Ridge, 1924, Installation.

I wish at this time to state that in connection with all of the visits I
made, I still had some time to assist in the work of our Order by represent-
ing the Grand Worthy President at meetings in Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and Massachusetts. It was a pleasure to convey the greetings of the Empire
State to our sister States.

During the year 1937-1938 it was my pleasure to attend at the institu-
tion of two new Aeries in my jurisdiction. From all appearances these
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Aeries, namely, Endicott and Corning, will be heard from in the future.
They have my best wishes for future success.

May I urge my successors in office, at all times in the future, to work
hand in hand with, and to lend as much assistance as possible to the Organ-
ization Department and Auditing Department of the Grand Aerie. That
they dedicate themselves to the institution of new Aeries in the State and
continue to work for the increase of membership so that the humanitarian
endeavors of our Order may remain in the public eye.

Unfortunately for the State Aerie we suffered the loss of one of the
State’s most able workers, Past State President Frank X. Barnhardt, who,
after a short illness, departed this life to represent us in the Grand Aerie
beyond. I am sorry that I was unable to attend the funeral services of
Brother Barnhardt, due to the brevity of the notice that I received, but I
did direct State Secretary Neafie to wire flowers for the occasion and I was
ably represented at the funeral by Past State Presidents William F. Hutch-
inson, Ernest J. Mahoney and William Alf.

May I at this time reaffirm my sincere thanks for the honor of serving
you as State President during the past year.

Together with my fellow State Officers we assumed certain responsi-
bilities which demanded of us the highest qualities of leadership. Obviously
the Eagles of this State had confidence in our ability to lead as well as
having personal qualifications. I am glad if we were able to live up to your
expectations.

May I extend to John W. Heller, Grand Worthy President of our
Order, the sincere thanks of the State for the interest shown by him during
the many visits to the Aeries in this State. It was an extreme pleasure for
me to have accompanied him throughout the State. I am sure that his
instructive talks and advice were very beneficial in assisting to increase the
membership in New York.

May I urge upon you a successful Convention. Let us act on matters
that come before us with intelligence and brevity; If you have any ideas
that may help our Order in carrying on its humanitarian work, put them
in writing and give the State Aerie a chance to consider them

My last plea is for harmony. The State of New York has been without
leadership for many years. We have an intelligent group of Past State
Presidents whom I feel are able to guide us in matters of importance without
creating animosity. Confide in them. They are blessed with their experi-
ences through the many years of service.

I shall try earnestly to conduct this convention in a buisness-like
fashion and I am sure that at the end thereof, we shall have accomplished
our purpose.

May the blessings of the Almighty be upon you and your families and
may your return home from this convention be safe and pleasant.

Respectfully submitted:

CHARLES G. MARALDO,
State President.
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REPORT OF STATE SECRETARY

State Secretary Neafie submitted the following annual report which
was received, ordered printed in the proceedings, and referred to the Good
of the Order Committee on motion by State Trustee Pentoney, seconded
by Past State President McGrath.

Watertown, June 16, 1938.

To the Members of New York State Aerie, F. O. E.,
in the Thirty-second Annual Session assembled:

My Brothers:

I have the honor and pleasure of submitting herewith the annual report
of your State Secretary for the fiscal year ending June 15, 1938, including
a detailed financial report; tabulated membership and financial data of each
Aerie; and a list of our Brothers who have died since last we met,

Past State President Frank X. Bernhardt

It is with deep emotion and kindest and loving memories that I have
to chronicle here the death of Past State President Frank X. Bernhardt of
Buffalo, who died on June 13, 1937, the day following the close of our 1937
State Aerie session, at the age of 79 years, after having been confined to
his home for about one month suffering with heart disease. The funeral
was held at St. Michael’s Church, Buffalo, on June 16th and largely attended,
the State Aerie being represented by Past State Presidents William B.
Hutchinson, Ernest J. Mahoney, Joseph M. Streicher, William H. Alf and
John P. Saxer, and the usual State Aerie floral piece provided.

Brother Bernhardt attended his first State Aerie session in 1911 at
Rochester and from then on took a prominent part in the activities of the

State Aerie. In 1920 he was elected to the office of State Vice-President:

and in 1921 became the State President. It was while he occupied this
office that the Old Age Pension movement was started in our State and our
first Old Age Pension Committee was appointed by him, he being elected
its first Chairman at Binghamton in 1922, from which time he was closely
affiliated with the movement until, through legislation with which he was
prominently connected and largely responsible, the Old Age Pension Law
was finally adopted in New York State.

Brother Bernhardt served in the State Legislature at Albany from 1925
until 1934 and again for one year in 1936, where he was at one time the
oldest member of the Legislature and was frequently referred to as the
“Father of New York’s Old Age Pension System.”

) A loyal and true American, friend and Brother, who will live forever
in our memories,

Aeries

Shortly after our session last year the Charter of Ogdensburg Aerie
No. 1154 was revoked by the Grand Aerie. The last report received from
this Aerie, in December, 1936, showed a membership in good standing
of but 35 at that time.

Two new Aeries have been instituted in the State during the year, both
by Grand Trustee and State Organizer, Past State President John P. Saxer.
Endicott Aerie No. 2269, located at Endicott, was instituted on October 3,
1937, with a membership of 67, and Steuben Aerie No. 2299, located at
Corning, was instituted on March 27, 1938 with a membership of 38. A
letter was sent to the Worthy President and Secretary of each of these Aeries
on behalf of the State Aerie welcoming them to our State organization;
wishing them good luck and prosperity, and offering our aid in any possible
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way. They were also supplied with State Aerie literature and a copy of
the Laws. It is a pleasure to note that each of these Aeries certified Delegates
to this State Aerie session and these new Brothers are with us at this session.

We, therefore, now have forty-two (42) Aeries in the State Aerie
jurisdiction, one of which, however, not being in good standing for failure
to pay the State Per Capita Tax for 1935, 1936, 1937 and 1938. This is
Vernon Aerie No. 1031, which matter has been brought to your attention
by this office in previous reports. The Aerie is apparently active but does.
not seem to feel that the payment of the Tax is very important. '

These Aeries, not including Steuben Aerie No. 2299, on November
30, 1937, represented a total gross asset of $2,294,340.79, with liabilities of
$563,337.33, or a net asset of $1,691,003.46. This amounts to a net asset
per member of $86.20, a drop of $4.62 from the year previous. However,
this figure for November 30, 1937, is based on the total membership whereas
the figure for the year previous was based on the membership in good
standing, or 942 less members. The net assets per member for the various
Aeries range from $2.79 to $305.69 depending, of course, on the financial,
condition of the individual Aerie. Comparing the net assets and liabilities
on November 30, 1937, with those of the year previous we find a decrease
in the liabilities of $11,626.74, but also a decrease in the assets of $6,432.39.
During 1937 the Aeries paid out $23,450 in funeral benefits and $39,702.72
in sick benefits, a total of $63,152.72 which was an increase of $6,766.71
over 1936.

State Aerie Laws

There were two (2) amendments to the State Aerie Laws adopted at
our 1937 session and these were submitted to Chief Auditor Conrad H.
Mann, for his approval as required by the Grand Aerie Laws, under date of
June 26, 1937. Under date of July 10, 1937, Brother Mann approved the
amendment to Section 2 of Article III requiring officers of the State Aerie
to be accredited representatives in attendance at the session when elected;
but to date has neither approved nor disapproved the amendment to Section
1 of Article XVIII, to provide for a Chairman of the Good of the Order
Committee. Considerable correspondence has been exchanged between the
Chief Auditor and this office in regard to this latter resolution which I
should like to present for your consideration under the proper Order of
Business.

Section 9 of Article Il of the State Aerie Laws has been revoked by
decision of the Grand Worthy President in the communication you have
already heard read. This section was an amendment to the Laws adopted
at our 1936 session to permit any Past Worthy President in good standing
in an Aerie that was in good standing to attend sessions of the State Aerie
without voice or vote, and was approved by the Chief Auditor under date
of July 1, 1936.

Per Capita Tax o ;

With the collection of the Per Capita Tax for the year 1938, your
State Secretary met a problem which had not presented itself in previous
years. The Grand Aerie, as you know, collects its Per Capita Tax twice -
each year, on June first and December first, while the State Aerie Tax is
payable but once each year, on January first, and this tax is based on the
number of members as shown by the November 30th semi-annual report to
the State Aerie.

The Grand Aerie permits an Aerie to deduct the number of new
members initiated after November 15th from the total membership on
November 30th when computing the Grand Aerie Tax payable December
first, and likewise after May fifteenth when computing the Tax payable on
June first. .

J.
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A few Aeries, when computing the 1938 State Aerie Tax, deducted the
number of New Members initiated after November fifteenth in the same
manner as permitted by the Grand Aerie, and since this procedure was a
new one and contrary to the State Aerie Laws, the matter was referred to
the State President for instructions who in turn submitted it to the Grand
Aerie Chief Auditor for a ruling. However, no ruling has reached this
office and therefore no effort has been made to collect from the Aeries for

the deductions made. The total number deducted was 25, representing a

total amount of $2.50 in tax.

1938 Per Capita Tax has been received from each Aerie promptly
excepting Buffalo Aerie No. 46, Bronx Aerie No. 491, Vernon Aerie No.
1031, Endicott Aerie No. 2269 which, by the way, is exempt from payment
of the 1938 tax by a decision of the Grand Aerie, and Steuben Aerie No.
2299 which is also exempt from the 1938 tax by the same decision. A

total amount of $1912.90 has been collected as the 1938 Per Capita Tax, .

and there is the amount of $26.00 remaining unpaid by Bronx Aerie No. 941,
the above mentioned deductions not included.

In accordance with the State Aerie Laws a fine of $5.00 was assessed
against Buffalo Aerie No. 46, Bronx Aerie No. 491 and Vernon Aerie No.
1031 for failure to pay the tax before May first as required, the State
President having remitted the fine against Buffalo Aerie after their tax
was paid.

Membership

During the first six months of the past fiscal year, from June 1st to
November 30, 1937, the total membership results were as follows:

Membership on June 1, 1937 ..., 20335
GAINS " LOSSES
Initiated ..............cccceeiiiiine Dropped for N . P. Dues ...... 1970
Received by Card .. Withdrew by Card ............. 7
Reinstated ............cccceeveiinnnen. Resigned
—_— Expelled "
. Total Gains ......c.covvvvnenn. 1423 Deaths ...cooooveiiiiiiiiiein
. Total Losses .........ccocervrnenne. 2125
Net Loss ... e, 702
Membership on November 30, 1937 ..................... 19633

During this period, while a few Aeries made splendid membership
gains one Aerie, Watertown Aerie No. 782—our host for this State Aerie
Convention—succeeded in obtaining its annual quota of new members in
these first six months. Only fifteen Aeries made net gains and but six
made a net gain of ten per cent or more. These six Aeries were, in order
of percentage net gain:

Members Percentage

Aerie Gamed Gain
Endicott No. 2269 ...........ccccooeviiis 38 56.7%
Auburn No. 96 ............ .. 55 18.9%
Watertown No. 782 ... . 112 18.7%
Bronx No. 491 ........... .. 36 16.0%
Bay Ridge No. 1924 24 15.1%
Crown City No. 2191 12 12.5%

During the last six months of the year, from December 1, 1937, to
May 31, 1938, with reports from Vernon and Steuben Aeries mxssmg, the
total net membership results were as follows:
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Membership December 1, 1937, (corrected for errors in the November

30th semi-annual reports) ................................................................ 19644
GAINS LOSSES .

Initiated ..o Dropped for N. P. Dues........ 1698
Received by Card ... Withdrew by Card ................ 4
Reinstated ..........ccccerieiiinnns Resigned . 18
o Expelled 3

Total Gains ......c.ccooevvrvnnnne 1627 Deaths ..... SRR s 137
Total Losses ......ccocevvveerunnne 1860

Net LOSS oviovovierireinirie ittt
Membership May 31,

During this period 19 Aeries made a net gain and 9 made a net gain
of 10% or more as follows:

Members Percentage

Aeries Gained Gain

New Yonkers 0473 ..o, 29 31.2

New York 40 ....... e 41 20.2

Niagara Falls 88 ...... e 52 20.0-

Staten Island 543 .. ... 34 19.7

Crown City 2191 .. ... 18 16.7

; Montreal 2130 ... e 32 13.4

Schenectady 514 ... 14 13.1

Brooklyn 393 ... e 22 13.1

Tthaca 1253 .o 68 - 114
Considering the total net results for the entire fiscal year we find the

following:
GAINS . LOSSES

Initiated ......ocoooooiiiiiniiiiins Lapsations ......cceeceerveiceiiins 3668
Received by Card Withdrew by Card ................ 11
Reinstated ......ccccocernieniiinin Resigned .......... .35
— Expelled .... " 4
Total Gains ....cccevveeereiine 3050 Deaths .....ccoovviiiiiiniiiiiiins 267
Total Losses .......ccoeceeeennnn 3985

Net LOSS oooviiiiiiiiiireieeierienre e ere e 935

During this entire year period, 18 Aeries made a nct gain, 11 of which
had a net gain of over 10% as follows:

. ] Percentage

Aerie . . . ~ Net Gain
Endicott 2269 ...ccvvviiiiiiieiiiiireen it 61.2
Crown City 2191 . .32
New York 40 ..... .. 29.7
Bay Ridge 1924 . . 257
Ithaca 1253 .......... . 257
New Yonkers 0473 .. 22.0
Schenectady 514 ... ... 18.9
Watertown 782 ...... .. 17.6
Montreal 2130 ........ .. 17.4
Niagara Falls 88 ... .. 159
Rochester 52 ..oooooiiiiiiiie e 10.8

Too much credit cannot be given these Aeries which consistently
increased their membership during the year, by not only making their quota
but by keeping the older members in line and thus showing an increase such
as the above figures indicate.
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MEMBERSHIP DATA
June 1 to November 30, 1937

GAINS LOSSES 5
Ty °H
58 2 20
Z8 S| | &
~ — [] ) b0
53 ER N 85| 22| sf
P R EF A RN E A
AERIE 2o | 21 5| gl BEICI 22 s |2 BEs | £a
S5 | E A5 5 || Sala| R S| B |2 8B | 58
No. Name e S| SR E| x| cf|R|a|r]| Al & |2 B2 | &2
40 New York . 188 29 0 0 29 12 0 0 O 2 14 15 203 7.9
46 Buffalo 305 1 0 306 782 2 4 0 45 833 527- 6788 7.2—~
52 Rochester 107 2 2 111 75 0 0 1 6 82 29 1387 2.1
053 New Syracuse 240 26 0 1 27 22 0 00O 4 26 1 241 0.4
88 Niagara Falls 269 14 0 2 16 23 0 0 O 2 25 9- 260 3.3—
95 Geneva 87 30 0 0 30 24 0 0 O 0 24 6 93 6.7
96 Auburn . 290 56 0 0 56 00 00 1 1 55 345 18.9
97 Utica ... 188 26 0 0 26 8 0 0 O 3 11 15 203 7.9
393 Brooklyn ... 175 15 0 0 15 19 0 0 O 4 23 8- 167 4.5—
0473 New Yonkers .. 100 2 0 0 2 8 0 0 O 1 9 7- 93 7.0-
482 Gloversville e 421 24 0 0 24 58 0 0 0 5 63 39~ 382 9.2-
491 Bronx ... 224 38 0 0 38 00 1 0 1 2 36 260 16.0
514 Schenectady 529 82 0 0 82 39 0 0 0 7 46 36 565 6.8
543 Staten Island 196 15 0 0 15 38 0 0 O 1 39 24— 172 12.2-
544 Empire ... 285 3 0 0 3 12 0 3 0 3 18 15- 270 5.2—-
583 Flushing 8 0 (1} 8 30 00 1 4 4 262 1.5
616 Olean ... 14 0 35 19 39 1 0 0 5 45 26— 386 6.3~
782 Watertown . 135 0 (1] 135 17 1 00 5 23 112 708 18.7
825 Lockport ... 31 0 0 31 204 0 0 O 11 215 184- 911 16.8~
941 Elmira ... 60 0 O 60 18 0 1 0 1 20 40 787 5.3
1031 Vernon . 00 0 0 4 0 0 O 1] 4 4- 102 3.7-
1042 Tarrytown 8 0 ¢ 8 80 0 0 O 1 81 73~ 122 37.4—
1043 Amicus ... 3 0 0 3 4 0 00 1 ] 2~ 264 0.7-
1117 Washington Heights 128 18 0 O 18 18 0 0 O 0 18 0 128 0.0
1166 Port Chester . 132 3 0 O 3 311 00 1 33 30—~ 102 22.7-
1253 Tthaca .eeeeseens 570 28 0 0. 28 00 0 0 2 2 26 596 4.5
1260 Oneonta ... 295 38 0 0 38 40 0 0 0 0 40 2~ 293 0.6—
1411 Tonawandas 600 9 0 ¢ 9 48 0 0 O 6 54 45— 555 7.5—
1509 Long Island City 222 3 0 1 4 18 0 0 O 1 19 15—~ 207  6.7-
1544 Rockaway Beach 273 2 0 0 2 30 0 50 2 37 35— 238 12.8-
1545 dssining ......... 100 4 0 0 4 00 00 0 0 4 104 4.0
1575 Fort Johnson . 825 29 0 0 29 4 2 2 0 3 51 22— 803 2.6—
1815 Sound Shore . 103 50 0 5 006 0 0 0 0 5 108 4.8
1924 Bay Ridge ... 159 24 0 1, 25 00 10 0 1 24 183 15.1
2065 College Point ............ 85 20 0 2 25 0 0 O 1 26 24— 61 28.2—
2119 Chenango Valley 172 21 0 Q 21 24 0 0 O 0 24 3- 169 1.7—-
2130 Montreal 230 29 0 0 29 210 0 O 0 21 8 238 3.4
2145 Chautauqua 352 230 0 23 40 0 0 O 3 43 20— 332 5.6—
2191 Crown City 96 45 0 0 45 33.0 0 0 0. 33 12 108 12.5
2231 Lackawanna 386 54 2 0 56 109 0 O O 1 110 54— 332 13.9-
2269 Endicott ...ue *67 37 1 0 38 00 0 0 0 0 38 105 56.7
20335 1405 6 12 1423 1970 7 17 1 130 2125 702- 19633 3.4—
* Membership at institution Oct. 3, 1937, oui By '
16,

f

MEMBERSHIP DATA
December 1, 1937 to May 31, 1938

GAINS LOSSES "
o 173
g 3 £ . °
ZA 8 FE|£8
5 5 o | 2|%& |9
&3 g | 8% g | ° | g2l o3
ol B B F | elel el v | B 8| B HE| B2
58 S |sl 8| © | BElEl &1E & |2 | S 83| B8R | B8R
AERIE ','é ? s O 2 = 28 [O] & -ﬁg‘ s = —a ol 8, 8,
83 2 [» 3| 5 | BE&(n 8% 2 5 k7 S8 | 68 | 88
No. Name =z A |m| & ISR =T ) W~ = Z b=p= -V I -V
40 New York .ecveernee 203 45 0 0 45 0 1 1 0 2 4 41 T 244 20.2  29.7
46 Buffalo ; 6798 302 3 0 305 658 0 3 0 54 715 410- 6388 6.3—- 12.6-
52 Rochester ... 1387 176 1 8 185 59 0 0 O 8 67 118 1505 8.5 10.8
053 New Syracuse . 242 16 0 0 16 60 0 5 0 1 66 50- 192 20.6~ 20.0-
88 Niagara Falls . 260 59 0 4 63 7 0 00 4 11 52 312 20.0 15.9
95 Geneva ... 93 7 0 0 7 7 0 00 1 8 1- 92  1.0- 5.7
96 Auburn ... 345 7 0 0 7 104 0 0o 0 1 105 98~ 247 28.4- 14.8-
97 Utica .. 203 8 0 0 8 32 0 00 1 33 25— 178 12.3- 5.3-
393 Brooklyn 167 46 0 0 46 22 0 0O 2 24 22 189 13.1 8.0
0473 New Yonkers . 93 30 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 1 1 29 122 31.2  22.0
482 Gloversville . . 382 8 0 0 8 64 0 1 0 1 66 58— 324 15.1- 22.9-
491 Bronx .. 260 16 0 0 16 53 0 0 0 2 55 39- 221 15.0- 1.3-
514 Schenectady . . 565 100 0 0 100 15 0 0 3 8 26 74 639 13.1 18.9
543 Staten Island 172 34 0 O 34 00 00O 0 0 34 206 19.7 5.1
544 Empire ... 270 6 1 0 7 210 0 O 2 23 16— 254 5.9- 10.8-
583 Flushing 262 11 0 0 11 45 1 0o 0 3 49 38— 224 14.5- 13.2-
616 Olean 386 20 0 5 25 390 10 4 44 19- 367  4.9- 10.9-
782 Watertown 708 65 0 O 65 66 0 3 0 3 72 7~ 701  0.9- 17.6
825 Lockport . 911 57 0 O 57 00 00 3 3 54 965 5.9 11.8-
941 Elmira 787 73 0 0 73 105 0 2 O 10" 117 44— 743 5.5- 0.5~
1031 Vernon ... 102 No Report Received 102
1042 Tarrytown ... 122 8 0 5 13 14 0 0 0 0 14 1- 121 0.8- 37.9-
1043 Amicus ... 264 14 0 1 15 17 0 0 0 2 19 4- 260 1.5~ 2.2-
1117 Washington H’ghts 128 18 0 0 18 15 0 0 0 1 16 2 130 1.5 1.5
1166 Port Chester ........ 102 00 0 0 00 0O 0 0 0 102 0.0 22.7-
1253 Ithaca ... 596 68 0 O 68 00 0 0 0 0 68 664 11.4 25.4
1260 Oneonta . 293 13 1 0 14 10 0 00 0 10 4 297 1.3 0.6
1411 Tonawandas . oo 555 18 1 0 19 18 0 0 0 3 21 2- 553 0.3- 7.8-
1509 Long Island City.... - 207 0 0 0 0’ 6 0 0 O 2 8 8- 199  3.8- 10.3-
1544 Rockaway Beach ... 239 29 0 0 29 13 0 o0, 1 14 15 254 6.3 6.9—
1545 Ossining ... 104 6 0 0 6 14 0 0.0 3 17 11- 93 10.6~ 7.0~
1575 Fort Johnson .. . ‘803 24 0 O 24 42 0 00 5 47 23— 780 2.8- 5.4-
1815 Sound Shore ... 108 2 0 0 2 0 0 00 0 0 2 110 1.8 6.8
1924 Bay Ridge 183 43 0 1 44 25 0 0 0 2 27 17 200 9.3 257
2065 College Point . 61 3 1.0 4 00 10 0 1 3 64 4.9 24.7-
2119 Chenango Valley .. 169 28 0 O 28 17 1 0 O 2 20 8 177 4.7 2.9
2130 Montreal 238 56 0 0 56 24 0 0o 0 O 24 32 270 13.4 17.4
2145 Chautauqua . 332 55 0 0 55 38 1 00 4 43 12 344 3.6 2.2-
2191 Crown City . 108 32 0 0 32 14 0 0 0 0 14 18 126 16.7 31.2
2231 Lackawanna 331 4 0 O 44 68 0 1 0 0 69 25— 306 7.5- 20.8-
2269 Endicott ... 105 9 1 0 10 6 0 0o 0 1 7 3 108 2.8 61.2
2299 Steuben 38 At Institution March 27, 1938—No Report May 31 38
Totals .. 19655 1594 9 24 1627 1698 4 18 3 137 1860 233-.19411 1.1- 4.5-
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